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With 12-foot ceilings and unobstructed views of the Sound, the kitchen is large encugh
to float an 8-by-12-foct island topped with honed Calcutta marble. A Mercury-glass
mirros, stained mahogany paneling, and limestone and black marble floonng give this
traperoidal powder room a dark glamour. Imside the frort doar, a fluted column and
lowe kneewall divides (but doesn't sublract) the classical foyer trom the open living and
dining rooms. The Pier from Rohards Landing, ws feet out into the Sournd.

Faul Newman ence arrived by racebaat to wisit the previows awner, the late lason Robards,
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Warerfront PTOPLITY is a5 oo bs
v Farrbield Counry, T's highly desir

I'-."l III'.I.'|". rare s

i ble,

vEry

(the shoreline between

Cirernwich and Farfield s callea the

Cield Coast for a resson), When a
s chunk of it comes on the mar
ket it causes people ol means o do
ey things like leave i'l\,':'lg.tll'., worrderful brormes 1nland for the
atrery 5o of the =ound,

Several years ape, o young couple with three children were live
II'|2||.||‘|‘I". I |'-.".."n"L"---.|||_|H. ~tewar Avdironda L.w.'g.ll.' Fwnise o six
weres 1 Mew Clangan, wirh views of woods amd o lake, Their only

COIMPLITN S Wi the -r1'l_'|‘\--||'|-L|'-.'.'.|-. in wanter and the lene bsack

||!Li' '-|I % |;'Ii' a.!II|||I'-:"Il'\ bl .I.ill"| |‘-|'-_{_|I'| s ;-._||||--_| [£5]]

property that was Hatter and close o good, privante schoesls, wich
Pieve anywhere,” the wire

one oher condition: Y] wasn't yain

mlh oy “'llll'i."-" 1] |I.El.| UL G Wl

1w

In 2004 they drove up the coast to Lok ar an ol d waterbrenm

estate in Soutlyport, The Bace 50 brick maasion beloged 1o Lois
Foabards, widow of the lare acter [aeon Rebards, and it was on the
I|'|.|:':1.|.'I |||"“;| :'E.-|'||_|-. |'|i.|i||".

.'I l.l..-l-"|'l Hl I|'rli|'-|\_' ||:'\-||-|'." I!_'|,'|||- ""\-|'1|I|'||1|-". ;||._.|"|I!_-|I :"\-.'.. k
Far

bt it was built for a -.|I'||_'I1_':'|= time amd lifestyle

1, W EIII |I'.| I\.Ii,"\l_,l_'lll.'l\.l 'I'\II' LRI l,\.ll':'ll,'l"' .\I:;'l\.l L .il|'|.l.\_ll| ||l LT B

Besides, the

||II'-:".| nares hrick,

Wohar caught the couple’s eve was the site: tive-and-a-half acres
anel 350 feer of waterlront tear the nsouth of Seuthpore Harhar,

P : . - 185 1 . X s
inchsding o boathowse and o 195 fom-long pier oot te a laree

wisalen dock i the Sound, nooe of which conld be veplicated any-

4 ;e . L
whire on the sourhern Contecricur cosst o v, And the praperty

w I a ward, they were "spectacolar”

[rad wi

After purchasing the Robards's praperry, the couple had the

exisring howse wken down, Finlay, commissioned 1o design a new

hewse rhar would suir the Southeorr site, chose the cradizioonal

shimgle stvle, whacl bad come e

at the wrn o the owenrieth

VEIENIY

century when  architects  like
Srantond Whire and William Falph
Ermerson desioned massive, |.|'|||'-||'|_-_I

“cattages” froimn Long [shaind to Mew-

port and Moune Desert, Maine, tor
wealthy ciry-dwellers. Thase archi-
teces made hiberal use of balconies, T hes and decks, then
wrapped the structires v onitorm, voembellished skis of nameal

cedar siding, Finlay did, more or less, the saime.

“Ihnew how they lived,” he said of the couples informaliry and
Close, active Funily Tifestyle, “This heuse Fad 20 be a lictls more
appropriabe b Southperr, o liccdle dressier thian the New €mann
Fowise, bar it also had to be comtariable, Al I|.\": wanted every-

1} d
iwigs Do e JLF percent |"'I;_’-_'l.'|' than the atler hose,”

L o R

Acctually, by rhe tme the lowse was 6

wshed, it nearly doubled e

size of rheir Mew Canaon Boame ar 18,500 sguire feet. New and bia

et necessarily issets in “-:I|I|||'-u'l Village, however, which

wears ity wealtho dsrincrively in Fairtield Cooray, Even though the
e anaren s ovisible to all bora handiu! of neghbors, same
villre prople

— VT =0Te ||'l:|I'|II.I|'\-i il_' L\'\lllllr!"Jl-\.'lll '1l_"l_'||'_l,'_§ fol

wive s viscera| aversion o the new hoeuse and aecnpants,

sugpestmg char they had desecrared a savred sive wnd were planning

wsnbdivide the esbare.

O inrentisn was alwavs o take Mrs. Bobardss hause o

the voung wite savs, "The hoose that staod on this properey didn's
I.Il:-.' |.J".'.I|'I| e Ol '|'-|_' Views ,_|1'|d 1 -.'..|~-.|1I o lenzanly |':. M. ".,'l:_"_ liet
[Mrs. Robards's] atcorney know thar we wanted her rocknew, bir ne
ane wanted 1o rake responsibility ko telling her”

Mevertheless, some bad teelings lingered, even after the cotiple
had meved in. AT tiest] it was tet comfortable.” she savs, “There

were masments when | thouehn, Whar are we doing here™ In

MOVEMBER 2067 WESTPORT 865



response, the couple had o screcn of cypress trees planted along one
border for privacy.

[he Bobardses themselves were relative newcomers to South-
port, living on the property for less than thivey years — a blink of
the eye in Soohport time: Belore them, the house wis owned by
Hot €3 Perry, wlose family s been in rown since rhe 16005 and
ence owned the land under the Counery Club of Fairfield. And
before the Perrvs were the Fords, and before the Fords, a very
wenlthy, very socul couple who lived ard theew boozy parties in o
mamsion known as the Castle, a place o large thar i was eveni-
ally torn dewn for the smaller, cozien, 10,000-square-foot brick
hesuse thar the Robardses boughe. The land wes subdivided into
Five, cne-plus acre lors before they arrived,

One neighbor and longtime Southport Village resident, however,
whis recalls cockiail parties at the Castle, regards the most recent
change m a berrer light, “1 don't mind the howse,” she saps. Yo
can't see it from the screet. They buile it for the kids, and if my son

and hushand were alive wedoy, T would wanr the same I:E'm‘.;.t."

HOLSE TOUR
The new house champaons luxury and comtort while honoring
Mew England tradivicon and respecting the sive,

“The house caprures what the property is all abour — the water,
the views,” Finlay says. “Southport o me is wearing a jacket every
day bt also wearing wepsiders, and this is 3 Sourhpore shingle-sryle
homsee T o liccle moone Jressed up than if it were somewhere else,
bt it's & very easy house to live in"

The plwe also happens to look great, the wnpainted cedar
sheathimg offset by awealth of formal archirectural detail: miles of
denei! moldings and cimboard, Corinthian columns, fluted
pilasters, volute brackets, and eyebiow windows with elliptical
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Far LeFT In the master
bedroom, the wall
coverings are Mienetian
lireers fabric; the bench

is reproduction English
Repency. asove The wrife's
twa-room dressing suite,
with glass-topped dressers
and a boutiquee-like

shioe display. Mrar LEFT
Waterworks wash basins
and mirrors bring a spare,
tlean look to Lhe masler
bath. opeasere This glass
encinsed shower features
full-body showerheads
and a classical bench af
hored Calacatta marble.

Setting the shower back
from the windows allows

pccupants to see out
without being seen,

tracery. | Trnslated from “aechispeak,” dentils are tooth-like arma-
aeenntan] moldings; Corinthian columnns are grooved with shallow
vertical channels and topped wirh leat-like caps; pilasters are flar,
column-like projections from a wall; avolure is aspiral scroll design
— found here in the deconated supports under the overhangs or
roof edpe projecting beyond a lower soory),

W hile the house is really hig — there's no gerting around this —
Finksy took steps to downplay s presence on the land. The volure
]'\l'i'll._'L'l.."r\.| 1'-I.'I]' {':'.\::il'l'll.'l.l':., are l."'l"."'.'ﬁi:L'LI (o8] e~l_!i'l'|.\-c‘-I:'L ll:'l.l‘.' h|'|.|:|.1'j-\. .‘:d."l_'i:-l‘lxl E
story overhangs, but also scaled to make the big house look smaller.
The archicect also reduced the mass, or visual weight, of the house
tor lessen its impact while taking advantage of the natural contours
of the property, a decision that was practical as well as aesthetic,

Bigz howises can't just be see down on lots like huge carzo contain-
ers or office buldings. Their volume has ro be distriboted o break
up the hox and, :d::u"‘_r'.. in ways that pl:'ll,' to the site and serve

family funcrionaliy. -






The louse is divided into three mam parts. The central section A MARRIAGE OF STYLES

runs roughly parallel o the coastline, direeely facing the Sownd and Across the herringhone slite courtyard and inside the front dowo,
containing the public spaces, Wings on either side, containing  the main entrance i dramarically classical, even monusental —
|:"lll|f'l.|i.l.‘ and Privibe spaces, _:_:n!_h ;::|'||1r||;|_| views OoF warer, lsvwn and gar- 'l Icl.‘.|1|"l|.l: 2N 1i'-.-|1'!§_f well, The front [HOrtices, '[ll'l.le!L't]I'ljj frown the
ders, and aive the hause an akimbeo kind of balance, From these facade and anchormyg the big, second-story pbles, s broad and
wiligs, st [| orher sections jut back towaed the mainland, enclosing arand because it buas w be, given the size and scale of the seracture,
the enrrance to the estare and protecting the properry from the Bur it’s also ahout welcoming guests, as befits bwo people who have
curtsiade woelld many friends and enjoy entermining.
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LIKE MANY MANSIONS ON THE GOLD COAST.
THE BACK OF THE HOUSE 18 THE TRUE FRONT.

What's unusual about a house this size, though, is how relaxed i
feels inside, Aside from a few builc-in benches, the fover 1s clean and
spare, which highlights the rich, architecoural elements and sculp-
mural essence of the space. From the tover, the cenrral section of the
hise irnediavely teveals wsell 1o visicons,

Tl'l\. |I‘\-'II‘I_,-.-LI and l.liLH]l'.! rocms share a |:|T1;|' arca with an CHEY Brace,
The hause’s long foorprint encourages this kind of flow, but o
springs trom the owners’ personalities and style. 1 didn't wane
livie in o musewm, where vou can't sit in certain ooms,” the wife
sava, L didn't wane o werry about the furnitore, 1 didin'e wanre to
walk into rooms and have them seream ar me. We wanted calm and
ncutral and nothing fancy or overly dramaric, because the property
snd views are so dramatic.”

Phe furnishings, acquired for e couple by David Kleinberg

opposie Retractable blinds and 3 heated slate floor control the climate in
this 18-foct-square sunroam off the kitchen and family room. siLow The
view fram the master bedroom balcony: back lawn and gardens, original
hoathouse and the mouth of Southpert Harbar. usper RiIGHT To the right

of Lhe boathouse, a breakwazll doubles as a sunning deck. tewie mouT Inside
the Eoo-square fool boathouse, an eyebrow window bounces light off the
waler. A shingle-style miniature of the main house, the outbuilding is often

used on weekends,

Mesign Associares in Manbattan, are cighteenth- and ninereenth-
century English. French and painred Iralian. Bus the floor coverings
e conremporary carpers, which Kleinberg desipned in light, new-
tral tones to keep the rooms from looking stad. Such ranes alw
mitigate the scale of the house and soften the -ﬂ,-.;-n;::h of the -
mary materials: slate, rile, granite, cak, maluwgany and a small forest
of pateled and painred woods,

It would Tuve been so easy to make a house of this size preten-
tieus,” Kleinkerg says, "bur thar was never part of the program.
This s not about impressing the oneighbors. The owners are vers

relaxed, with a very pood sense of humor abour themselves and their

lives. Thev'ne grateful for whar they have; they wke nothing for
eranted. They're the least prerentious people "ve met ina long rime,”

Tao the left of the faver, beyond the public living/dinine area,




Brays IsLAND... WHERE YOUR
HOME 1S A PLANTATION

5,500 Acre Plantation * 325 Equity Members

Full Concierge Service ® 3,500 Acre Quail Hunting Preserve
Private Boat Ramp ® 60-miles Plus of Riding Trails and Sand Roads
Equestrian Center with Tack Rooms and Lounge
Over 100 Acres of Paddocks with Wood Fencing
Two Riding Arenas with Numerous Jumps ® Historic Plantation Inn
Pool, Tennis Courts and Fitness Facility ® Quail Hunting and Fishing
Private 18-Hole Golf Course with No Tee Times

Located Near Charleston and Savannah

Homes and Homesites Available

_-wfl mOE AL TY
115 Brays Island Drive * Sheldon, South Carolina 29941
866.320.1201 = 8343.846.3170 * www.playatbrays.com

&

Tty
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a long, Righ-ceilinged hall Tined with stor-
ape cabiners leads vo che burler’s, carerer's
and service paneries. That theee are rhree
pantrics speaks volumes about the kicchen
— which 1, ol A=, Culinary -uI.-Il.'-HI--
the-art. An cishi-byv-twebve-foor asland
floans in the space. The rop s honed Cal-
cuttn white marchle, the cabiners beliw arg
cherrywaond. Foot-pedal Gocers operare the
ishinel sink.

it the kirchen is the wanmest room in
I|'|l.' ]1LI|I21L' 1] .'i!!l'lll.'l."l |IIIII-‘~:.| LATe SLaTy-
roestrn, casein | ] clesant, that Jutsinto b
Fack parion and overbooks @ poal and the
Somnd, The eowam bios o hesmed sbace Ploor
i elecrric sum dhades char openoand close
witls the click uf :a buarron,

AL o thae Best o tonmes can the harbaor
atid Sowinad side of the howse, 0 fact, open
tor Lown, wardens o warer. Ao cvery-
where v be tonnd che flured colomes and
pilasters that compreise the architecoos
theme comnecting ome pat ol tle Bonse 1o
the mest o readt e che tmeless cheir-
wier of the §*|.|1 o

The formul, drsssy columns and fumish-
inges, mixed with the wanm, cosunl colors
ard muarerils, capress the vwners’ ecleco
'I'|iu'|'|‘-5'.|': vl rsres. “The dressiness is hoer,
the coswalness him,” Mark Finlay savs.
o personalities and

“This is a marriame

sEyles,”

Chne of the marvels ol bie hooses s tha
they cone conbain separate workds within
the smme walls, Just bevond the kitchen
area, omwe wing of the buose cants slishitly
o] the water. This device allins the
Howorplan te beeathe and flow, grab new
views of the seascape amd create eom o
thie st hed bur separate Bunily room —1he
real “living” room for o family of five.

b ceiling beams are reclaimed timbers;

I|'|-.' TN |'|'|.'|I'|-.|I.'|il.'-' 1= 4 |.|.'l| WAL e

iy
) = oy T e
ducrion. as is the Bumarri mirror. This wing
alsor howses pwe three-cn WATAERS, (0 W irth
sttt lving gquarters abose, that Game an
i :
enurmowns service courtvard and an archisd
R P d
passagewiy Lo the back Bawn and warer
The portal te yet another realin is a
rodunhn on the G side of the central see-

pion, to the riehe of the encry toyer, The
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The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum
Friday, November 16, 2007

Join us at the Museum's major fundraiser, The
Aldrich Experience, Come, bring your friends,
buy raffle tickets, bid!

party

Drinks, food, art—Aldrich-style!

The Aldrich Contemparary Arl Museum

258 Main 5t, Ridgefield, CT

%1680 Admission; $1,000 VIP (admits 2. $100 Raffle
Tickets (need not be present towin.)

ratfle

Aldrich Collections Raffle:

First drawing at 9 pm

aver $100,000-worth of art. Thraes Aldrich
Collections—a suite of 5 paintings, photographs, or
drawings by Aldrich exhibiting artists

auction

Aldrich Experience Auction at 8 pm
One-of-a-kind art experiences, run by Amy
Cappellazeg, irternational co-head of post-war and
contermporary art at Christie’s

For more information, please call Elizabeth
Zeder at 203.438.4519; email ezeder@
aldrichart.org; or visit www.aldrichart.org.

SPONSOrs

Amanda Marlocchio Architecture + Design, LLC; Danbury
Audi; atelier 4, Marty Eisenberg; atalanta Scsnoff Capita
LLC; O'Conne: Davies Munns & Dobbins, LLF, Erime
Buchholy & Assnciaes, Private Advisors, LLC Purkiss
Capital Advisors, LLC; Ridgeficld Bank; Yan Cleef & Arpels,
Moffly Publications, Chris Durante Framing Studico;
Christie’s; Ernily and Teddy Greenspan; Jack Shainman
Gallery, Mew York: Tamya Bonakdar Gallery: Mew York, Abigail
kKirsch; Deborah ann's Sweet Shoppe, Paim, Beligium's #1
Ala: O Tonic, 5t Francis Winery and vinayard

Aurwinds Blariooctis Al
M ARCHITECTURE
+ DEEIGN

G Danbury Audi

et L

2007

peml

round, domed room contains hasically
tiothing (and therein lies its beaury) bar
sprvies as a0 kind of switching room tooshoor
a far wing off the main seoticon of the house
ared nocess the more prrivare, and mascu-
ling, rooms on the first floor.

Immnediarely past the rotunda, tucked
uncer the wrand staircase, s a small, odd-
shaped space that, moanother hoose, mighe
be considered o powder room. Here, by
virtuge (o wice) of Mercury eliss wmirmors
and o honed limestone and black markle
flocr, it's more of 2 power” room — a wash-
room one might find in an exclusive,
clusive, cenury- ol men's clul.

F{ITIl'H_'r Ll';:l'l.'l"ll |.|'I'§,' |1|||] |"' ufl I-il Fhitss Conier
{i's too |;1r;.a|.- anud 'I."r'L'I.I.-"i.'L[I.IIF]"L'I.! b he
called an exercise room), followed by the
hshand’s office and library, Here oo, clis-
sic and mosdern coexist alonge with stodicoos
andd rebeeed, With the wach of o burton,
1]1\:‘ i-l L"[Ll:‘irl.:l-lﬁ' +-'T1:|1|||i_'|\"' |||'||..,I ri{_'i'l 1]\:||.'I1 WAy
bovkshelves and pancling tade behind o
lrge, dropedown viewing screen as the
lilrary converts 1oa high-definiricn home
theater. The roomy, custom-mide sofa and
almaest oo comfortable 1o
“That was the idea,”

armclairs are
rise from onee seated,
:‘ll':,:‘\ [-ju'lll'il.l KI.L"I]'II"[‘T_!:, '|'|'|:I|.:| Ll{.':i'il‘_rl'l‘.'l.l 'I'Il_"“'l.
“The hushand had real-guy concerns, He
s, T just wane 1o be comformable.! ™
e aof the bookeases swivels ingos
small, seerer spoce wich a spiral staircase
thar ledds ro rhe secomd loor master bed-
oo complex, where temininicy rules,

“This is o woman's dommn,” Kleinbers
maintains. T he bigmest [problem] hoere was
setting the hushand’s head around sleeping
i|'| ol TORIETI '.'.':irh I'l'il'lLC LUFEAITs .H'll.i Tomes Ol
the walls.”

His dressing room a wide hall, really,
with isheowany drmwers, Togh shelves aod
a library Eadder — looks like an amnex in g
Polo store, Bur her rwo-room dressing area
i ||.||.L| r‘{' H ""|.'||i||.|. I;'-Fll'li.l'"l.'lill"ll.' |1| 5".'-1i'.||.”.'-
A parr of glass-topped islands serve as
clothing cabiners. A makeup rable draws
natural light from o privace, semicircular
balcony.

O rhe second floor, ar rhe opposite end
frorn the master bedroom, are the childeen's
bedrooms and a Larpe open study area with

three work starions. "



Robert Storm Architects
315 Main Street =Westport, CT «222-9055

www ArchitectStorm.com

America’s Finest Self-Storage

sgs-s-westys o westy.com
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'Y THE BOATHOL &

Like sany mansions o the Gold Coase, the
i'm-;Lc at the howse s the troe t'l'nn!. e
the howse f..il.l.'w I|w .‘_“%-c'-un-_{ .||'|.-J the '..,ml
extends neross rhe open warer all the way o
the horizon. This = also where the !.|III.i|'5.

feels ar one with rthe clements, and from

where the house — is bedroom balconies
completely exposed e he sire can e

hll |'= L |“\-l.'ril.'l‘|-:'l."|:|.

Pleasure i the guiding principle here,
L'-ul,"l_";_'i.ll;'.,' in il'-l_ BLININeT |'|'||'|||'|'| T11|.||. i:"\-
a perzola, an vutdoor kichen, a sonhissi-
cated vanishing-edge pool, an expanse of
logzia [or open arcade} and umbrella-
shaded patios,

But the jewel of the "hackyard” {though
the term hardly does the property justice)
is the estate’s origmal boathouse. Mark
Finlav renwadeled the S00-square-tooe
vurhuilding in the shingle srvle — 0 s
now a mindature of the main house -
with scaled classical portico and colimns,
evehrow dommer window and stone
chimneys.

||| frosiar ol |\_ |.'\|II|._E:I'|;_:, B 1 I|'|l." WATCT 5
ede, is an elevated stone deck with o
firepat ther lewds 1o o long pier and mid
Farbor dock. The last visiter ro arrive
by sen was Panl Mewiman, who ]\.1rL|.-L| [hus
racebost and walked wpothe pies to call on
My Robards. The new owner hopes o
”F"-‘-:"”*l'-' the deck, which has been ot ol
use since then.

Oh the southern side, seairs descend o
a |-lnf_=. rareoy walkway along the break-
'n::”._ ||.q-n | (Y i'l\.'l.'l'. A Crescenr ek,
af privare beach, Stacked against the
breakwall = a three-loot deposit of shells
and tids | debees otren foumad G voerh alonge
the eastern coast but rarely anymore in
sonthermn Connecncur,

[he remodeled boathouwse has o full
kirchen, living roony, dining reom and bed-
reom with harh. A couple could be huppy
lving just here and nowhere clse.

Although the size 15 napressiye and the
details exquisite. this munsion i less o
showease than o hovse designed aroond rhe
rarticular priveities of a particular tamily
o a very particular slice of the Connecti-
cun coast T his is @ tamily char kneows itself

and how in wants o live, ]



