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EXTERIOR A lush, expansiee setting cn
almost three Wesiporl acres positions this

hustaric Colonial a8 most inviting.




BY MEG McAULEY KAICHER |

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MANCY HILL

Classic Redux

E

A tenovation of an historic

DEEIIATT

1930 house origimally de
signed by renowned architect
Carmneron Clack is a study of
gracious yet 'Pr.tv::fn:.ﬂ sensibil-
iy I'he H-,I_?l—ﬁq.ﬁ. home sirs
on almose three bucolic scres
in Westporr, justaposed for
specracular river views, The
rhoughtful, exquisitely detailed
work of Mark B Finlay Archi-
tects AlA provided the perfecr
match for this cnrnp'.ir.uqd ren-
ovation. Crucial to every Finlay project is to go back in
tirne and consider che ariginal architectaral vision.
Finlay's Faremosr objecrive while designing the
home was to figure out what the original archireer
would have done if Clark himsell was updating this
classic reproduction Colenial for an acrive Family life-
style. Digging mto the home's history home proved
Fruitful, with such lacal rreasure 1roves as the Fairfield
Hiscorical Socicty close at hand, whase well-dogu-
mented resource Ales often include uridinﬂ dl'.l'.l.':'ngﬁ.
“The howse possessed a great feel a geear spiric”

remarks Finlay, OF course, it was exeremely important

Fine delail
reclaims
Colonial charm

o 1'-;'.';']} irmind the owners” cur-
vent necds as well. Finlay bad al-
ways loved this particular house,
alchough he was not enchanted
with same of the modilicanons
cobbled onto it over the years.
Mast pleased with the oppor-
TU|'!iT:.' o briug back its nri‘gin.li
characrer, e ™...got the chance
The Iihl':ir}-. For ex-

amnple, meluded & graceless win-

 fix ot

dow which Finlay replaced with
a brilliant bay. A complementary
readivional |-|r4:|.13'.=u:-: was surrcunded with select black
marble. Original cherry paneling painstakingly was
matched for l:l-:rl-i.'ct F.‘I‘.’il‘.‘l. While 70 petcent of the
].'relﬁl.‘“ng i$ mew, it 15 5o I'I'E'-"l.'i(ll[ﬂ.'ll.lsl:." color-matched EJ}'
Pennmgton Painting and Restoration of Fairheld char
one would never guess it is not ariginal to the room.
Rrand=new high performance windows through the
house achieve stace-of the arc Revalue while reflecting
appropriace style wath their pane sizes and muntin bar
widths, T‘r:llnmg “kaller views of the river”™ Clark's and
Finlay s architecroral pracrices are not dissimilar Both

ave adaprive and chameleon-like in char they assuage
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FOYER Thia walcoming space shows off
a graceful staircase. Arched aside lights
balance the traditional frant door




chent needs and ereate an exacting program sccordingly. By removimg awkward elements and
pulling off incangruent preces, Finlay remains faichful to Clark's iniual vision,

[he homeowners were familiar with renavation and design, having re-designed houses
belore. Vereran ||:'a.‘|f|'5[;:nd|11§ Prm'rd weleome, }1_1|-Lj:u:.L;'|§.- as ¢ .'|.||||_-.--__L~-.-_- arose with werlands
155LeE. |':1'||.1§."-. firsm, 1-.~:lrx".11r~|:-' well-versed 10 the auances of permit and ZONING processes,
enacted smaoch salutions. Clearky the firm and s cliencs work very closely tegether, On this
ard e, many materials were :-il.'l.L'l."It'-.l |.":.' l'.|11.' |1|‘.|r'|'|-:'-::-'.l'|1!_'|' l.'|'|1-:}m.' n."l'.'q.'{'l.\[.;l:'rllill Fasic dll'l.'l.'l:l.‘l.‘l l|1|."
project. Carefully, Finlay made cach identificd need 2 part al a very personalized program,

"The plan is everything!” Finlay says often.

Every step of o successfil renovation relares b

ko trs arsginal plan: Flow and lurction
are inregrally relaced. Each orafhe pattern is evaluared in ermes of realiscic family Lifestyvle
pareicular to the clients themselves. Finlay apened up the Aoor plin and creared loops. The

phystealivy of the space unfolds organic

ly mow ro suppart rational traffic. Loops run fram
family roce to kicchen to mudroom, A side entry was corvected by augmenring irs presence
because ir is the entryway most aften wsed. The covered portico and fagscone/bluestone/
slace sreps add '.u'lghr. |'-ml-ir!in?1l 4 elear sense of direction.

The acrive family lifestvle, including Four boys, sugwested clever solurions For ACEIVITY-
] = h By

specilic spaces. The lower level now features a Fully Tunctional [hay room as well 25 a dedi-
cated music room, which iz :u'u.l:alr-.'.z“:.' authrred for best purpose, With both guicars and
s =r1|'.|.'11.:u.:| 1-rm|ucn['n. the r|u.1|i|§.' s pw,-uh'ng 15 smart

The home 15 w ondertully outlicted For encertarning. Prabably frs biggest change averall
is rhe |'1i'-*'-l'Ti.l|”fl' designed kirchen with ideal How pirterns. Before, the kitchen was a dead-

end toom. Now, it opens front to back and has become lirerally ‘Canrrol Central.’ In Front of

ABOVE The outdoors is hrought
inside through the featured bay
window and elegant yet practical
French doors.
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the house 15 the deiveway; its rea overloaks the river:

ll:l.' 3IL‘I\.’ I .i.l.‘||.ll.':.'lll.'- 15 1ls 1I'|.|l.|l'|.'l|l'lll cnlringe rll'\

all becomes a linked cransparent space. Simple kicchen

dicor meorporates C

utta pold grantte countertops

and backsplash. The cherry-topped island and pamred
cabinetry are properly scaled for low ceiling heighs

.-'u'.liqur oak Hooring comalements old fir Hoors

lound throwghaut the lormal areas of the house,

Finlav often uses reclaimed wood as o has “grear

character but 15 tought” Yery deltberate choices

were made. The homeom

mer and architect paid Fas-
tidious attention o certain key dimensions as well
as the relattonships among partcular appliances and

funcrions. The Klalls Farmbouse sink is positioned

with a Countercap ta ics left and a Sub-Zero relrig-
eraral tooirs righe providing ease ab function with
simple pivors. The west side of the kirchen foruses
on cooking while che seared peninsula arca might
harbor prep tashs.

Mulcinle acrions may rake 1*|.:-.'.- simultaneously
bur all How smoochly in |n|:'||s.|ri='l||' ZONes, prov id

mne I,':‘.x'x'”F:'lI l.'ill".llﬂl 10!

patterns. [ ocse t|1-:‘-ll-:.lh| =

ful racrics fosrer sensible oprions creating a kitchen

thar is eminently serviceable, S0 terrihic, 10 Face,
that Mark Finlay himscll received a "thank vou™ call
[rom graceful caterers!

Muore difficelr aspecrs of the renovarion melud-

ed challenges presented by several knee walls fourd



TOP Light bathes the tray-ceil
mged living room with warmth
thanks fo the bay windos.

CENTER Cherry paneling was
pracigely eolor-matched. French
doors manage indoor-outdoor
traffic patierns suitalle to

active [amily lifestyle.

BOTTOM Attention to traffic flow
a multi-layered lightisg plan, and
senaible work stations make this

fatchen high-parformance.




ABOVE Enee walls presented

some challenges to the renovation
thronghont the mastar suibe, but

were re-scaled to meel current needs.

TOP RIGHT Finlays consciantions
planning enhanced the exterior
spaces for comfortable use, Flow

is smwocth for both small and large
group poolside enertainment.

RIGHT The Enropean-inspired
garden is sat off by nalive stone
foundation walls underying
traditional white wood fencing.
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throeughour the mascer smce, especially in bathroom ind closer areas. Mow those spaces
are scaled perfeerly for the Family, incarporating their -rﬁrrsm'.ml routines and needs. L-
timately, the master bath |r.mr|:~ur:lrm'| separate RlafTs vndermount sinks. a nicely sized
shower and comforeable bath tub, beawrifully articulared wich white and cream ceramic
rile and glossy hand-hone=d crema machl.

A Favorite friture of the house ac purchase was the pool area. Finlay's purooescful
integration of terraces unilizes rhe space maturally, drawing aul combartable circulatian
parrerns. Entertaining outdoors is a pleasure, with a new beaucifully surhcred cabana,
With a celevision mounted above a cozy 'il'-:].'l|'.=.u' and an efficient kicchenerre on pae side,
the space is high-perlormance, A new chimmey anchors the butlding,

Finlay developed the enclosures for the ome's excerior gardens. too. His plan in-
valved reraining walls and all established hardseapes surraunding the pool, encompassing
the back deck. terraces, and cabana. He reorganizes space for modern functionalicy while
remaining rrue to ics inherent classicism.

Three vears ago Frnlay s fiven built its own headquarrers building m Southpare. and

boasts thirryp-three empleyees, The firm is currendly carrying out projeces in Mewporr, Tuc-
50N, Costa Rica, 'f'::|l.;|u||.'||l. Cha rll.".‘l.".'ll1 ana |'.'I.-.\E"l."|'|-

His firm's passion manifcsts &5 energy, managing a variery of different elements
while swecifically achieving identibied goals. Tust as wich the Westporr Colanial, where

now when one walks through the home there are no ‘dead ends.” Energy flows freely,
smoochly and lagicalty, ultimarely providing a sense of underlying comfort o all those in

its purview. B



dnu‘"{f

flim

rrrH

IIMILﬂJr”

urlulnlu

RESOURCES

MARK F. FINLAY ARCHITECTS, AlA
Mark F. Finlay, President |
496 Old Post Road, Suite 200
Southport, CT 0E890
(203) 254-2388
www.markfinlay.com

BALTAAY COMPANY, ING,
Chappy LeBlond
PO Box 1141
Mew Canaan, CT 06840
[203) B6E-0690

PENMINGTON PAINTING &
RESTORATION
Frank Bal|
B0 Haydans Hill Road
Fairfield, CT 08824
(203} 319-1800
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